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SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL ON JAWORSKI PLEA 

1. EOLLOWING IS TEXT OE LEAD EDITORIAL IN WASHINGTON POST 
MAY 12. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

TITLE: THE HONOR OE THE HOUSE 

(A) CONGRESS STANDS IN IMMINENT DANGER OF LOSING ITS GRIP 
ALTOGETHER ON ITS INVESTIGATION OF KOREAN INFLUENCE- 
PEDDLING AND OE OPENING ITSELF FAIRLY TO THE CHARGE OF 
COVERING UP. 

(B) IN ONE STEP UNDERCUTTING THE INVESTIGATION, THE HOUSE 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE LAST WEEK APPROVED AN 
ADMINISTRATION REQUEST, PENDING FOR SEVEN MONTHS, TO 
TRANSFER $800 MILLION IN ARMS TO SOUTH KOREA AS AMERICAN 
GROUND FORCES WITHDRAW OVER FIVE YEARS. IN A SECOND STEP, 
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SENATOR ADLAI STEVENSON (D-ILL.) DROPPED OBJECTIONS TO 
OFFICIAL FINANCING OF A $732 MILLION NUCLEAR PURCHASE BY 
KOREA; EARLIER HE HAD INSISTED THAT SEOUL FIRST PROVIDE 
SUITABLE CONGRESSIONAL ACCESS TO CERTAIN NATIONALS, 

NOTABLY FORMER AMBASSADOR KIM DONG JO. AND ON WEDNESDAY 
THE HOUSE REJECTED A BID TO CUT AGRICULTURAL AID TO SOUTH 
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KOREA DESPITE A PLEA BY SPECIAL COUNSEL LEON lAWORSKI 
THAT THE HOUSE STRENGTHEN HIS HAND IN BARGAINING FOR KOREAN 
COOPERATION WITH THE INFLUENCE INQUIRY BY MAKING THE 
CUT. 

(C) EACH OF THESE STEPS HAS ITS REASON. THE ARMS TRANSFERS 
MAKE SECURITY SENSE. THE NUCLEAR DEAL HAS A STRONG 
ECONOMIC RATIONALE. THE AGRICULTURAL MEASURE CAME UP 
UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES (IN A BUDGET RESOLUTION) AND SPONSOR- 
SHIP (BY REPUBLICAN BRUCE CAPUTO OF NEW YORK) VARIOUSLY 
DISTASTEFUL TO MEMBERS OF BOTH PARTIES. A CASE CAN BE 
MADE, MOREOVER, THAT SINCE KOREA DID INDUCE RICE DEALER 
TONGSUN PARK TO TESTIFY, THE CONGRESS OWED KOREA SOME 
RESPONSE. THE CUMULATIVE EFFECT OF THESE CONCESSIONS BY 
CONGRESS IS, NONETHELESS, TO CALL INTO QUESTION ITS DETER- 
MINATION TO CLEAN HOUSE. IN PARTICULAR, INVESTIGATORS 
HAVE YET TO GAIN ACCESS TO FORMER ENVOY KIM DONG JO, WHOM 
MR. JAWORSKI HAS IDENTIFIED AS CRITICAL-NOT MERELY 
BECAUSE MR. KIM, LIKE MR. PARK, STANDS ACCUSED OF GIVING 
MONEY TO CONGRESSMEN BUT BECAUSE MR. KIM, UNLIKE MR. PARK, 

IS WITHOUT QUESTION AN OFFICIAL KOREAN AGENT. THE 
CONSTITUTION SPECIFICALLY BARS LEGISLATORS FROM ACCEPTING 
GIFTS FROM FOREIGN AGENTS. 

(D) THE CONVICTION OF ONE BRIBED CONGRESSMAN AND THE 
INDICTMENT OF ANOTHER HAVE CONVEYED AN IMPRESSION THAT THE 
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INFLUENCE INVESTIGATIONS HAVE DONE THEIR JOB. ANOTHER 
IMPRESSION IS GAINING THAT SOUTH KOREA HAS BEEN HARASSED 
LONG ENOUGH, AND PERHAPS UNFAIRLY, AND IT IS TIME TO 
REPAIR THE IMPORTANT KOREAN-AMERICAN DIPLOMATIC TIE; THE 
ADMINISTRATION HOLDS THAT VIEW. YET THE REPUTATION OF 
THE HOUSE, AND OF SEVERAL DOZEN PAST AND PRESENT MEMBERS, 
AND OF ITS LEADERSHIP, WILL REMAIN UNDER A CLOUD IF THE 
INQUIRY IS NOT PRESSED FURTHER. SPECIFICALLY, MORE MUST 
BE DONE TO OBTAIN DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH KIM DONG JO. 

IF HE DOES NOT CHOOSE, AS HE COULD, TO WAIVE THE IMMUNITY 
THAT EVERYONE AGREES IS DUE HIM UNDER THE VIENNA CONVEN- 
TION, THEN SURELY HE CAN DO BETTER THAN OFFER A TELEPHONE 
INTERVIEW WITH THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE. THE HOUSE HAS 
SEVERAL POSSIBLE WAYS; BY RESOLUTIONS OR ACTION ON LEGIS- 
LATION, TO AFFECT ANY KOREAN INCLINATION TO CONCLUDE 
THAT THE HEAT IS OFF. OTHERWISE, MR. JAWORSKI, WHOSE 
SERVICE DEPENDS FOR ITS EFFECTIVENESS ENTIRELY ON THE 
COOPERATION OF THE GROUP HE IS INVESTIGATING, WOULD SEEM 
TO HAVE NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO EXPLAIN WHY HE IS UNABLE TO 
PURSUE FURTHER, AND STILL LESS WIND UP, AN INVESTIGATION 
THAT HOUSE LEADERS AS WELL AS MEMBERS IMPLORED HIM TO 
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CONDUCT. IT WOULD THEN BE UP TO THE VOTERS TO JUDGE 
WHETHER THE HONOR OF THE HOUSE HAD BEEN REDEEMED. 

END TEXT 
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